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Emil Goh is an Australian artist who first arrived as an Asialink Artist in Residence at Ssamziespace in Hongdae. He is

currently on his 2nd Australia Council grant to create art in Korea. He is the Seoul design editor for Theme magazine
(NY) and is a contributing designer at Second Hotel Apgujeong. Emil Goh also guest critiques at Konkuk University

Interior Design Dept. and guest lectures at Kyungwon University’s Industrial Design Dept.



Diverse City

Seoul is very lucky. No other contemporary city in the world enjoys the diversity of activity within its city limits

as much as this one. By far & large, my favorite parts of Seoul are the most active ones, those integral to the
functioning of a metropolis of 12 million. | am amazed and delighted with the areas of Euljiro, Jongno, Sindang,
Chungmuro & Dongdaemun where industry thrives and where you can witness the beauty of manufacture & trade
before your eyes.

Walk down the narrow streets of Euljiro 3 ga and you can find any mechanical part you require or have virtually
anything made. Lose yourself in the maze of Jongno 5 ga, strolling down the lanes full of rainbows of LED light
samples & laboratory grade test tube glass blowers. Explore the restaurant supply stores and traditional markets
of Sindang. Wander pass the micro namecard print shops & room size Heidelberg CMYK printing machines in
Chungmuro. Realise any fashion creation or desires after a few hours of browsing Dongdaemun Market or midnight
wholesalers of Designers Club.

For me, these are the ingredients that give Seoul its unique flavour!

Having lived in Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, Sydney & London and having spent a lot of time in Hong Kong, it's easy to
appreciate a city like Seoul for these very reasons. It completes the city which already has the historical attractions
of Gangbuk, the landmarks of Namsan & the Han river, the modern hustle & bustle of Gangnam. Of course as an
artist often working in design, these areas of activity are naturally of interest to me as it's something rarely seen in
other international cities.

Fewer & fewer cities have interesting & attractive light commercial/ industrial attractions like Tokyo’s kitchenware
area of Kappabashi, Akhihabara & the Tsukuji Fish Markets, Hong Kong’s colorful dried seafood stores in Sheung
Wan and the Graham Street Markets, London’s Camden & Borough Farmers Markets, while Seoul is so fortunate to
have so many!

On closer inspection, it is so much more than the objects that are made or traded in Euljiro etc, it’s really about
the details, practices & the sub cultures that make them unique. Each quarter is like a part of a machine that s the
city. Itis a compact machine, where citizens are easily able to have first hand experience of aspects of life other
city dwellers unfortunately don't, like the typical story of the city child who never knew where milk came from. In
the long run, this amazing & rich mix of activity in the heart of Seoul, will be undoubtedly become a major attraction.

Itis very easy to make any city ‘beautiful’ but it is much harder to make a city ‘interesting’.

1,2, 3 EXIE, B2, SFZ2| SAE One of the details from Euljiro, Jongno, Chungmuro etc.
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