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Life in Seoul is Never Boring

Seoul is a city that is constantly changing. I've been living here for more than four years, and | can never say that |
truly know Seoul. Everything seems to be in a continuous state of motion. Nothing stays the same.

As ajournalist, | am keenly aware of all these changes. When | moved to Seoul in 2005, the Cheonggye stream was
still being constructed. Now, whenever | walk along the stream, it’s hard to imagine a time when it was just covered

with pavement.

I've often heard complaints from tourists and foreigners that Seoul is a very expensive city to live in. But there are a
lot of fun and interesting things to do in the city that doesn’tinvolve a lot of money.

Dining out doesn’t necessarily have to mean going to the usual traditional Korean restaurants, posh foreign
restaurants or trendy brunch places.

Most of my most memorable dining experiences have actually been at “hole-in-the-wall” restaurants in the back
alleys of the city that usually only Koreans know about. These “hole-in-the-wall” places might look old, dirty,
rundown and tiny, but they've been around for decades serving good and hearty meals.

Admittedly | was wary at eating at these places at first, but soon found something charming about eating doenjang
bibimbap in a place so small it can barely fit 10 people, or lining up for 20 minutes to sample tasty and really cheap
barbecued meat.

Seoul is also a city where you can spend an afternoon discovering picturesque neighborhoods like Samcheong-
dong and Gahoe-dong, hiking all the way up to Namsan Tower or just taking a stroll down the banks of the Han River.
For a taste of Korean youth culture, Hongdae is the place to go to. This area near Hongik University is littered with
clubs, bars, coffee shops, boutiques and vintage shops, but it seethes with a creative and youthful energy that
cannot be found anywhere else in the city.

Hongdae is also home to the weekend street market at the children’s park. The creativity of young Koreans is on full
display here. It's always fun to go around the makeshift stalls set up by students selling handmade earrings and
necklaces, cute dolls, knitted hats, embellished sneakers and art works.

More bargains can be found at traditional open markets like Namdaemun, Dongdaemun and Gwangjang markets.
The bustling sights and sounds at these markets give foreigners a glimpse into the “old Seoul,” which seems to be
slowly slipping away.

As I'm writing this article, I've come to realize there’s a lot | likeabout living in Seoul. But the best thing is the fact that
there’s always something new to discover in the city. Life in Seoul is never boring, and | guess that’s why | continue
to stay here.

1, 2, ECHY 72| hongdae street
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