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Designing Friendship

| have the great good fortune of working in one of Seoul’s most cultural neighborhoods. My office is located at the
northern entrance to Insa-dong and from my 11thfloor window | can see Gyeongbokgung Palace, the Blue House,
and the alleys that wind their ways through the Hanok-lined streets of Bukchon.

Lunchtime is more “cultural exploration” time. A quick bite to eatand then I'm out for a long walk. Usually | don’t
set out with any particular purpose in mind, knowing that the color of this neighborhood means that by walking
only a few blocks I'm sure to run into a new exhibition, newly opened shop or even a traditional Hanok undergoing

renovation.

On one of my walks | discovered a tiny dress shop. | stepped into “Mok-ga” looking to buy a present for a good friend
and ended up running into an old one. We satand chatted for an hour while the owner, Kim Nam-jin,made us feel
completely athome. Nam-jin was much more interested in making sure that we were fed snacks and could enjoy a
long overdue reunion than she was in showing off her clothing. Yet, as the conversation wound down, | couldn’t help
but notice the beautiful collection of clothing in the shop—all designed and executed by her. That day | ended up
buying a few pieces—a handmade, natural dye, patchwork skirt being the most memorable.

After that whenever | had the chance, I'd stop by. More often than not, she was more concerned about me being
fed—freshly brewed herbal tea, sweet potatoes, organic rice cakes and the like—then me buying one of her original
designs. However, one day | was asked by my boss to be a presenter at one of Korea’s most prestigious film award
ceremonies. Delighted by the opportunity, | was also stumped by the challenge of having to figure out what to
wear—I couldn’t show up at Korea’s version of the Academy Awards in a plain old skirtand blouse. So | immediately
went to see Nam-jin. | knew | didn’t want (and wouldn’t be able) to compete with the Korean stars on the red carpet,
so | figured she would have the perfect solution.

After | explained the situation, Nam-jin took about 30 seconds and handed me the skirt and jacket combination
seen in the picture to try on. The look was doable, | thought, so | added a pair of sandals and my coordination for the
evening was done. Nam-jin even did my hair and make-up. What was amazing was that she lent me the skirt (it was
a bitabove my price range] for the evening, while |, in gratitude, bought the jacket.

It was fun dressing up for the evening, but | don't know how the stars do that on a regular basis. In my case,
without the support of Nam-jin and her unique and fabulous clothing, the night would have been no where never as
memorable.

2 | STt WXl
M20IM 742 & & Jb7to] HOIRCE tHeaS2o X222 2 /e,
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Suzanna Samstag Oh
Suzanna Samstag Oh has lived for nearly three decades in Seoul. She
works for Daesung Group as a senior advisor and director of corporate

communications.
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