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Seoul Arts Center

; a magical place
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Seoul Arts Center; a magical place

With longer and shorter interruptions | have been living in Seoul now for more than 15 years. If | got to pick one cultural
assetin this beautiful metropolis or even in the world, one thatis connected so closely to my life, then it would be the “Seoul
Arts Center”.

Workingin Seoul Arts Center

| consider myself very fortunate having not only been able to listen and watch some of my life’s best concerts and shows
in “Seoul Arts Center” but even more so to actively participate as a musician in some of them. Most vividly | remember
conducting the “Dream with me” concert last year in the “Concert Hall” with the world class Soprano Sumi Jo and the
charming Italian popera Tenor Alessandro Safina. By experiencing the difficulty to control the sound in this huge hall |
gained a lot of respect for all the other conductors performing here.

Years ago the Korean popera countertenor Kwan-Woo Jo invided me as a special guest to play the Piano in his Popera
concertin the same place. Extraordinary was also the fact that we performed in robes designed by the Korean star
designer Andre Kim. This culturally very engaged designer you can meet here quite often.

For some time in my life the Seoul Arts Center was also the place where | have been interviewed several times to talk about
my creative work and my life in Korea.

Between the year 2000 and 2003 | was asked to teach here young students in the “Young Talents Music Academy” located
directly under the concert hall. | was stunned by the high level of those genius young people. In Korea’s “World Cup”
summer 2002 we all dressed up in “Red Devil” T-shirts and watched the games together after the lecture. God knows how
much | sometimes miss those Kids.

Learning by enjoying “Seoul Arts Center”

Especially for musicians attending concerts is not only usually an immense joy but has also quite often the side effect to
deepen their musical learning. Many concerts or shows that | experienced here are not only unforgettable but have been
also another source for my studies. As a composer | am also especially interested in conducting. The choir seats in Seoul
Arts Center’s “Concert Hall"are not only a bargain but a great opportunity to study very talented conductors from up front:
From my favorite Korean conductors Heon-Jung Lim and Myung-Whun Chung, to the extraordinarily emotional conducting
Yuri Temirkanov, the very clear almost “text book” conducting Riccardo Muti to the humourous Lorin Maazel.

As a Piano player | was also lucky to experience some of the best playershere. Their performances stimulated me to not
give up on my Piano practicing. To name just a few: the sound wizard Stanislav Bunin, the enormously powerful Kun-Woo
Paik and one Pianist that | waited for since my early childhood: the legendary Martha Argerich.

“Seoul Arts Center” as a place of friendship

Inthe recording booth of the Seoul Arts Center’s “Concert Hall” works an angel. The main engineer here, Hyo-Kyun Kim, is
notonly one of my best friends in Korea, a college senior of mine from the University of Southern California, but far more so
one of the most warm hearted people | have metin my entire life.

For me “Seoul Arts Center”is a place of friendship. Some of my close musician friends, like the Cellist Myung-Jin Lee or the
Pianistand college junior of the Hamburg Hochschule for Music and Theatre Min-Jung Shin gave here also some of their
best performances. For some emotionally unforgettable moments in my life the “Seoul Arts Center” complex was also the
chosen surrounding for dating.

“Seoul Arts Center”is a magical place, bringing out the best in people, whether they perform music here or not. Meet you there.

Michael Staudacher

Looking back on my life | am eternally grateful to my family for a happy childhood and to my teachers in college (Edgardo
Sanchez, Robert Henry (Piano), Marius Bazu (Conducting), the film composers Elmer Bernstein and Chris Young).
Professionally | consider myself simply a “musician” with almost equal interest in composing, conducting and Piano
playing, and also a teacher (assistant professor in Kyung-Hee University, Postmodern Music Department).
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