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While cities are often explained through massive infrastructure and
economic systems, the actual experience of liVing in one ultimately
comes down to the scenery of its streets. A neighborhood street is not
just a path for movement; it is a living network where relationships are
formed and accumulated. Every day, we walk the same paths and turn
the same corners, creating repetitive routines. Though this repetition

may seem like an unconscious habit, it is in fact a process that tightly

weaves invisible networks of connection among the people living in the

o .‘__i“,_..._..-'-ﬁk. _,_‘_’-nw T

city. Ultimately, the streetscape of a neighborhood raises the question:
“How do people perceive and remember one another?”

The street in the morning is the first scene to reveal the rhythm of the
day. People rushing on their way to work, parents holding hands with
children heading to kindergarten, and the busy movements of shop
owners opening their doors—all these overlap at once. Even without
exchanging words, repeatedly crossing paths at the same time and
place creates a strange familiarity. We begin to recognize faces even if
we never learn their names, and that recognition offers a small sense of
reassurance in the anonymity of the city. The experience of having the
anxiety of an unfamiliar city eased by a single “familiar face” shows that
the space of the street serves as the very foundation of relationships.
Around lunchtime, the street reveals another layer of relationships.
Alleyway restaurants and cafés become places that generate everyday
conversations, rather than just spots for consuming food. A brief greet-
ing between a regular and an owner, casual banter exchanged at the
counter, or a slight curiosity when a familiar customer does not show
up are all signs of relationships. In this way, commercial spaces on the
street operate beyond mere transaction points, functioning as “places
of repeated contact It is often said that community has weakened in
cities, but in truth, relationships haven't disappeared; they have simply
changed form and shifted into the gaps of neighborhood streets.

As evening falls, the street takes on yet another expression. Relaxed
steps after work, long shadows stretching under streetlights, and the
sound of laughter drifting from alleys create an atmosphere distinct
from daytime tension. If the day emphasizes function and efliciency, the
evening transforms the street into a time for lingering and leisure. Peo-
ple sit on benches to rest, chat in front of convenience stores, and wind
down their day at the edge of a park. The street scenery during these
hours fosters a sense of “co-existing.” Even without direct relationships,
the simple fact of sharing the same space allows the city to maintain the
form ofaloose community.

What matters most on a neighborhood street is the “difference in
speed.” When people moving quickly and those lingering slowly co-ex-
ist, the street becomes a venue where diverse relationships intersect. If
everyone moved at the same pace, the street would become a mere pas-

sageway. However, someone stops to take a phone call, someone else
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slows down to look at displayed goods, and another moves slowly while
walking a dog. When these differing speeds overlap, accidental eye
contact and brief greetings become possible. Relationships are naturally
born out of these differences in speed, rather than being intentionally
manufactured.

The physical configuration of the street also deeply influences the
formation of relationships. Narrow alleys bring people closer together,
while wide sidewalks accommodate various activities. Open doors of
small shops soften the boundary between inside and outside, and chairs
placed along the roadside provide an excuse to linger for a while. All of
these elements extend the time people linger and increase the likeli-
hood of chance encounters. Ultimately, the forms and details of a street
actas devices that regulate the density of human relationships.

The reason neighborhood streets are so crucial in a metropolis like
Seoul is that they offer spaces of a scale that individuals can actually
feel within a massive urban structure. While regional transportation
networks and gigantic buildings showcase the city’s functionality, rela-
tionships are felt at a much smaller scale. The few blocks walked daily,
the frequently visited shops, and the people repeatedly encountered
become the emotional foundation of urban life. The experiences within
this small radius aggregate to form the sense of “living in a city”
Mullae-dong is a prime example that concretely demonstrates this for-
mation of street relationships. The alleys of Mullae-dong create a unique
landscape where metal workshops, studios, cafés, and exhibition spaces

intermingle. During the day, the sounds of refining metal and the busy
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movements of workshops fill the street. In the afternoon, artists and
visitors slowly walk the alleys, occupying the space. As different occupa-
tions and daily rhythms overlap on the same street, the walking speed
here naturally slows down, and the time spent lingering grows longer.

In the streets of Mullae-dong, “lingering” creates relationships. Visitors
pause in front of metal workshops to watch the work, people spend
time sitting in alley cafés, and scenes of taking photos against backdrops
of murals and signs repeat. These moments of staying lead to chance
conversations and the accumulation of shared experiences of place.
Even unfamiliar visitors come to remember the layout of the alleys and
the locations of shops after a few visits, and this memory translates into
a familiarity with the place.

In particular, the narrow alleys of Mullae-dong naturally cause the gazes
of different people to intersect. “Close-range gazes,” which are difficult
to experience on wide, car-centric roads, occur routinely here. Met-
alworkers and artists eat lunch at the same restaurants, and on nights
when performances are held, residents and visitors share the same
street, recognizing each other’s presence. As such, the street scenery of
Mullae-dong illustrates how diverse groups can co-exist in the city and
form loose but meaningful relationships.

Ultimately, the scenery of neighborhood streets is like a map of relation-
ships. The accumulation of who stays where, at what speed they move,
and in which places they repeatedly meet creates an invisible social
topography. Although this topography cannot be explained by official
communities or institutions, it is a vital foundation that makes urban life
sustainable. People live anonymously within the vast city, yet on neigh-
borhood streets, they quietly acknowledge one another’s existence.

We often try to understand cities through the lens of efficiency and pro-
ductivity. However, looking at the relationships formed on the streets
reveals that a city is not a functional system, but an environment where
emotions and memories accumulate. Relationships in a city are not
created by design. The small recognitions and familiarities built within
daily, repetitive routines determine the relationships of urban life. Lin-
gering rather than speed, and experience rather than efliciency, create
the sustainability of a city. In this way, neighborhood streets adjust the
distance between people and quietly continue to shape the relation-

ships of those who live in Seoul.
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When people think of Dachak-ro, a similar scene comes
to mind first. People lingering in the alleys an hour
before a show starts, audience members staying and
talking even after the curtains fall, and the night air car-
rying memories of a scene from the play as people move
between cafés and restaurants. For some, it was where
the excitement of their very first show began. For others,
it was where they experienced both the pain of failure
and the joy of applause on stage. And for many, it is a
place where special memories with friends, loved ones,
and family have accumulated over time.

The true charm of Daehak-ro does not begin the mo-

ment you open the theater door and step inside. The

anticipation while walking through the alleys before a

20054 MEASMIE SZHHt ez e wLed FFu H|$3 AHo] WAl A% show, the lingering afterglow that makes it hard to leave
:::;?::?Zif:{er o} 2 A1 ZF e A7 A FE 228 A AZA AR afterward, and the moment of decision while pondering
gf;‘:’:i:'::i: FeTi::Lr = go] Uy Hol & 44 B2 8- w|x] E35}al ojok  infront of the next show’s poster—all of these make up
Performing and Watching” 7182 U BAE, 7199 A Aol S oo 3 the scenery of Dachak-ro. It is the warmth of breathing
9] & AL L2 ul vhe] Z7 |tk bl Al A in sync with the actors in a small theater and the emo-
off X 24 e] Adello] A&} FLo)al, Y tol| A= F tional resonance that remains long after leaving the the-
] $Jol|A] A2 o} =3} 315 9] 7|we- X0 AE ater. That is precisely why we loved Daehak-ro.
3} 4k Elx o] @ittt & T oo A= ¢} g1 Today, however, Dachak-ro wears a somewhat different
7V=3) &7 B 29 0 2 Yo )= A|7ko] ¢l face. Performances continue, and countless audiences
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still visit, but the time spent after a show has become

noticeably shorter. People arrive just on time, and once
the curtain call ends, they disperse almost as if by prior
arrangement. Spectacular experiences unfold inside the
theater, yet the moment audiences step outside, those
experiences cool rapidly. Dachak-ro still retains its rep-
utation as a “place to watch performances,” but the time,
emotions, and lingering atmosphere surrounding those
performances are gradually fading.

While other areas of Seoul change rapidly to create their
own new identities, Daehak-ro is considering how to
reinterpret its unique memories and sensibilities in the
language of today. Beyond its reputation as a district
filled with shows, can it once again be remembered as a
cultural destination where people want to linger, just like
in the past? This very question is where the campaign

“DaeROCK-ro: The Street of Great Joy” began.

MEZSIRHEH CHEHZMIE
02| SZHHIM HHZE SA
A performance stage presented

inthe outdoor space of the SFAC
DaeHakro Center
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Although DaeROCK-ro began as a name rooted in Dae-
hak-ro, it aims not to be confined within the geographic
boundaries of “Daehak-ro.” Centered on Daehak-ro,
it extends to the surrounding alleyways, spaces, and
artistic textures, aiming to connect to a broader cultural
current. The Seoul Foundation for Arts and Culture
may take the first step, but this initiative will be shaped
by everyone: citizens who walk these streets, artists who
create performances, merchants who sustain local spac-
es, and all those who experience this landscape in their
daily lives.

The essence of Dachak-ro cannot be explained simply
by the fact that it has many shows. From the alleys
packed with small theaters, streets covered in old signs
and posters, to the night scenery bustling with people
waiting for a show, Dachak-ro has been a space where
the scenes of life surrounding performance breathe
together. DaeROCK-ro seeks to bring those memories
back into today’s sensibilities. How performance seeps
into daily life, how the atmosphere of a street becomes
a lasting memory. Rather than grand changes, it is the
small moments of connection that revitalize this place
and restore Dachak-ro as a living cultural district.

The name “DaeROCK-ro” embodies this vision.
“Dae (Great)” represents not scale, but the depth of a
long-lasting experience. “‘ROCK (Joy)” signifies not
fleeting excitement, but the joy that takes root in our
hearts through performance. “Ro (Street)” is the road
where that joy lingers, connecting people and time.
Ultimately, it is a name that binds the time before and
after a show into a single flow, extending beyond the
inside of the theater where a performance begins and
ends.

In the second half of 2026, a series of programs will
bring this vision to life. The first is “Seasonal Theater.”

Just as every fruit has its peak season when it tastes best,
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every play has a golden time when it connects most
powerfully with its audience. Most shows only stay on
stage for a set period. In other words, if you do not catch
the piece right now while it is being performed, you will
never see it again—making it the freshest and most pre-
cious “seasonal art” in the world.

“Seasonal Theater” is a special preview program that
allows audiences to enjoy these must-see shows even
before they officially open. Before heading to the theater,
visitors can stop by the Seoul Theater Center, located in
the heart of Daehak-ro, and enjoy a friendly introduc-
tion to the performance they are about to see.

The second program is “After Theater.” Even after the
curtain falls, your story does not end. Many audience
members head straight home carrying the overwhelm-
ing emotions of a show, but have you ever felt it was a
waste for that precious lingering feeling to vanish in an
instant, drowned out by the subway announcements?
After Theater transforms that lingering resonance into
opportunities for “‘conversation” and “connection.” For
those stepping out of the theater, a cold glass of beer
will be waiting. Sometimes a director may drop by un-
expectedly to share behind-the-scenes stories. Other
times, audience members meeting for the first time may
exchange their own interpretations and endings. The
performance may conclude on stage, but the real story
begins over that first sip.

The third is an Al performance curation and “Theater
Character Matchmaker.” Dozens of performances open
every day, making it easy to feel overwhelmed by choices
and unsure of what one would actually like. The “Gong-
SPI (Stage Pick Index for Performing Arts),” to be es-
tablished at the Seoul Theater Center, aims to solve this
dilemma. It won’t simply show rankings by ticket sales. It
will analyze factors such as today’s weather in Daehak-ro,
the amount of sunshine, special occasions, and your

personal preferences. You will then receive a curation

MENFHIE] 15 2k=2A|
T2H0IM Ve U= 2
‘2|Z310|(Re; Play)’

“Re; Play,” astaged reading event
heldinthe Seoul Theater Center’s

first-floor lounge
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like, “For someone who enjoys contemplation like you,
we recommend this play, which perfectly matches the
mood of arainy day in Daehak-ro.” Additionally, through
the “Theater Character Matchmaker,” a theatrical per-
sonality test, you can discover which character in a play
resembles you and book tickets for a performance rec-
ommended by that character. More than a technological
feature, it will serve as a thoughtful bridge connecting

artand audiences.

“DaeROCK-r0” is not a campaign designed simply to
draw people into theaters. For those already familiar
with Daehak-ro, it rekindles cherished memories. For
first-time visitors, it leaves a fresh impression of a place
where performances and streets coexist. People who
arrive a bit early and stroll through the neighborhood,
those who linger after a show, and those who discover
new tastes through personalized recommendations all
contribute to extending their time in this district. As
those moments lengthen, Daehak-ro and its surround-
ing area evolve from a cluster of performance venues
into a cultural zone where theater becomes part of ev-
eryday life. This rebranding is not about imposing a new
identity. It is about rediscovering the authentic character
that Daehak-ro and its neighboring spaces have always
possessed.

Daehak-ro remains the street of performance. But that
phrase must now carry a richer meaning. It is not merely
a place to watch a show and leave. It is a place to stay,
connect, and be transformed through performance.
DaeROCK-ro is about making it easier for citizens to
encounter shows, allowing artists to expand the context
of their work, and enabling the street to embrace cultur-
al memories once again. When these small, everyday
scenes begin to change, Dachak-ro will once again be

remembered as “The Street of Great Joy.”
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